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EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
SERIES: ES 2-82 SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
o() 
FEBRUARY 1982 ~ 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARK-ET AIEAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Unemployment rose in the Augusta Labor Market Area during February. An increase of 210 in the number unemployed 
helped to push the unemployment rate up 0.6 percentage points to 8.6 percent. This rate is 0.4 percentage points 
above the rate of a year ago. Resident employment in February 1982 increased 200 to 26,810. Employment in manu-
facturing showed little change overall between January and February. Small employment losses in textile mill 
products and apparel were offset by gains in paper and allied products. In nonmanufacturing, seasonal losses in 
construction and retail trade were offset by gains in government as area schools were returning to pre-vacation 
levels of employment. The local unemployment rate remained below the 8.9 percent rate for the State, which in 
turn was favorably below the 9.6 percent rate for the nation. 
BANGOR-BREWER LABOR MARKET AREA 1'1NO 3sn AHVM811 :z J'T1 ~ 
·-t 
The unemployment rate in the Bangor-Brewer Labor Market Area remained at 6.6 percent in February. Total unemploy-~ 
ment edged upward from 2,700 in January to 2,800 in February. The corresponding State and national unemployment ~ 
rates were 8.9 percent and 9.6 percent, respectively. Resident employment rose from 38,000 in January to 39,700 ~ 
in February. Employment gains in textile mill products; nonelectrical and electrical machinery, equipment, and ~, 
supplies; transportation equipment; and government were largely responsible for the increase in resident employme~. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
A marginal downturn in economic conditions in February brought a fourth consecutivP month of r1s1ng unemployment 
-
to the Biddeford-Sanford Labor Market Area. Resident employment declined 100 to 28,200, while the number unem-
ployed grew 300 to 2,900. This combination resulted in the local unemployment rate climbing to 9.3 percent compared 
with a preliminary rate of 8.4 percent in January. Seasonal layoffs in apparel, contract construction, and whole-
sale and retail trade negatively impacted the local economy, resulting in the highest February unemployment rate in 
five years. 
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LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA continued to spiral downward as unemployment rose for 
the fourth consecutive month in February. A decline in resident employment from 34,500 to 34,200, 
combined with an increase in the number of unemployed persons from 3,400 to 3,600, resulted in an in-
crease in the monthly unemployment rate from 9.0 percent in January to 9.5 percent in February. Last 
year at this time 2,900 area residents were unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 7.6 percent. 
February's local unemployment rate of 9.5 percent was well above the State's rate of 8.9 percent but 
slightly better than the national unemployment rate of 9.6 percent. Between January and February 
local nonfarm wage and salary employment declined from 33,300 to 32,900. Employment in manufacturing 
fell by 300, from 11, 100 to 10,800, with layoffs of 200 jobs in leather and leather products and 100 jobs in rubber and mi scellaneous plastics products. Nonmanufacturing lost 100 jobs due to a seasonal 
downturn in wholesal e and retail trade. 
PO~TLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The local unemployment rate in the Portland SMSA rose for the third consecutive month from a prelimi-
nary rate of 5.7 percent in January to 6.5 percent in February. Total unemployment increased 900 to 
6,100 . This is the highest unemployment level since July 1980 when 6,200 were unemployed. Employment 
losses were recorded in wholesale and retail trade, contract construction, rubber and miscellaneous 
plastics products, and transportation and public utilities. Despite this latest setback in economic 
conditions, the February unemployment rate for the Portland SMSA compares favorably to the rates for 
the State and nation of 8. 9 percent and 9.6 percent, respectively. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate remained unchanged in the Waterville Labor Market Area from January to February. 
A small decline in the number unemployed from 1 ,810 to 1 ,800 and a slight drop in resident employed 
from 19,310 to 19,250 combined to produce an unemployment rate of 8.6 percent. This unemployment 
rate is well above the 6.9 percent rate of a year ago. However, it is below the State's unemployment 
rate for the first month since July 1981. Employment in manufacturing remained relatively stable. 
Seasonal employment declines were evidenced in nonmanufacturing. As in the past, the largest employ-
ment loss in the Waterville Labor Market Area between January and February occurred in wholesale and 
retail trade . The unemployment rate for Maine rose to 8.9 percent during February and the national 
unemployment rate climbed to 9.6 percent. 
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CfVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT 
J:'oh R? 2 .hin R? 2 f:ph 81 l FPh . 82 ,1.itn 82 
46, 670 46 ,710 47.450 4 ,790 4,430 
35, 190 35 ,350 34 ,860 3 ,960 4,050 
102 , 760 100 ,960 99 , 240 6,740 5,750 
I 12 ,610 12 , 580 12 ,630 910 900 
I 
18 , 390 17,920 17,790 2,060 1, 730 
49 ,150 48 ,840 49 ,410 4,220 4,040 
14 , 370 14 , 190 14,580 1 ,550 1 ,350 
9,090 9, 130 8 ,930 890 810 
20,710 20 , 770 21 , 500 2,230 2,020 
65 ,490 63,880 64,170 4,660 4,700 
8, 190 8 , 220 7,840 420 430 
12 , 980 12 ,840 12 ,430 820 800 
19,210 18 , 920 19 ,610 2,860 2,690 
10 ,210 10 ,090 10 ,300 1 ,440 1 ,340 
14 , 660 14,380 15 , 010 2,040 1,820 
57 ,800 57,500 56,570 L:.·480 . 4,090 
~-
UIS~:u, Labo r Market I nformation 
RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
Fe.b..,___fil_ Feb. 82 ,l;in. 82 Feb. 81 Feb. 82 Jan. 82 Feb. 81 
3,860 10 .3 9.5 8.1 41 ,880 42,280 43,590 
3,500 11.3 11.5 10.0 31 ,230 31 ,300 31 ,360 
6,340 6.6 5.7 6.4 96,020 95,210 92,900 
850 7.2 7.2 6.7 11, 700 11,680 11, 780 
1 ,960 11 .2 9.7 11 .0 16, 330 16, 190 15 ,830 
3,770 8.6 8.3 7.6 44,930 44,800 45,640 
l ,600 10.8 9.5 11.0 12;820 12,840 12,980 
940 9.8 8.9 l O .5 8,200 8,320 7,990 
1, 790 10.8 9.7 8.3 18 ,480 18,750 19, 710 
4,730 7 .1 7.4 7.4 60,830 59, 180 59,440 
580 5., 5.2 7.4 7, 770 7,790 7 ,260 
820 6.3 6.2 6.6 12, 160 12 ,040 11,610 
1 ,900 14.9 14.2 9.7 16,350 16,230 17, 710 
1,600 14 .1 13 .3 15 .5 8, 770 8,750 8,700 
1 ,890 13. 9 12. 7 12 .6 12,620 12,560 13,120 
3,970 7.n 7 .1 7.0 53,320 53,410 52,600 
~ ~ 
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CIVI LI AN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES' 
--------··--- 4··- ·- --- -
T F~-i~~ ~~iv~ tt~t -~r~~b·:--0·1 3 1 Feb. 8 AREAS 
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LABOR MARKET AREAS: 
A UGUST A .. . ... . . . . 29, 340 28, 930 29,220 
BA NGOH -UH [WEA . . . . .... . 42,500 40,700 41, 100 
BA TH BRUNSWICK . . ... . . , •... . 22,370 22,160 21 , 380 
BE LF AST .... ......... . 10, 210 10 ,090 10 ,300 
BIDDEF ORD-SANFORD . . . . . • . . .. 31, 100 30,900 31, l 00 
BOOTHBA Y HA R BOR-WISCASSET • . • 6,910 6,990 6,760 
CA LA IS EASTPORl .. . .. . .. . . . . 14,660 14,380 15,010 
CAR IBOU PRESQUE ISL E .. . ... .. 20,060 19,980 19,750 
CE NTRA L PENOBSCOT ' . .. . . . . 3,580 3,580 3, 770 
~ 6,430 6,480 6,350 OOV ER ·FOXCAOFT . . . .. . 
EL LSWORTH ... . . ... . 18 ,390 17 ,920 17,790 
FA RM INGTON ..... . . . .. .. .. 12,610 12,580 12,630 
FOR T '( ENT ALLA GASH . .... . 4,660 4,880 4,630 
GAEE NVI L .E . l, 770 1, 750 l ,490 
HOULTON 4,570 4,590 4,540 
LEWISTON A UBUR N SMSA . I; • .37 ,800 37 ,900 38 ,200 
LINCOLN HOW LAND . 5,550 5,570 5, 780 
LIV EH MOR E FALLS 5,620 5 ,610 5,540 
MADA W4 SK A- VAN BUR EN . 4,340 4, 330 4 ,340 
MEC HANIC FALLS 2,350 2,280 2,830 
MILLINOCK ET -EAST MILLINOCKET .. 5, 300 5, 380 5,210 
PATT EN ISLA ND FALLS .. 2, 320 2, 330 2,4 10 
PORTLAN D SMSA 93,500 92 ,000 90, 000 
ROCKLAN D .. . :; · . . 16,090 15, 860 16 , 320 
RUMF ORD . . 
. .l . • ;o:. ;:i 20 ,420 20, 500 21 ,200 
SEBAGO LAKES REGIO N 10,360 9,970 10 ,280 
SKOWH EG A N .. 
~ 19,210 18,920 19,610 
. ~ . . 
KIT TER Y YORK . . . . . . ... 16,690 16,750 15,960 
SOUT HWEST PENOBSCOT . . . • . . .. 7 ,800 7, 870 7,500 
WATER VI LLE . . .. ... . 21 ,050 21, l 20 21,420 
STATES:4 ~ 
M AINE . ... . 49 7.5 492.2 492.3 ~ N/A 1 ,602. l 1,573 .0 CONN E' CTICUT 
-~- . :J '.II 
MA SSACHUSETTS . • rP' · 2 ,960.0 2,992.0 2,929.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE . 
• ,·:1C!'.lr'l 
478.0 478 . 7 464.9 
R HODE ISLAND. :.i_ . ~c Li~ 475, 9 472 . 5 
~m:~ •vrn«o"' • . . . , .. 1 242.6 241 . l 
NEW ENG LANO STAT ES4 , N/ A 6,278.6 , 188.1 
UNITEO ST A TES4 . . , .~ 108, 324 108,014 07,015 
tia 
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490 
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6, 100 
l, 720 
2,220 
960 
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N/A 
247 .0 
37 .8 
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- - Feb. 81 . Feti. --82 
- Jan-:-a2 --·- - - ~--Jan. 82 Feb. 81 Feb. 82 Jan. 82 Feb. 81 
~ ~ "C... "1: - _.:. ..::::r,;. r-,a.~,r -o-~-- -- ......::... -: ·;~·:-
--- --=-·= -=-'---=·'-" 1=--- ·--·· ,~ .:==:.-.~ ~ -==-=.=c=:==::a: 
2,320 2,400 8.6 8. 0 8.2 26,810 26,610 26,820 
2,700 2,800 6.6 6.6 6.8 39 ,700 38,000 38,300 
1,350 1,410 6.0 6. 1 6.6 21 ,020 20,810 19,970 
l ,340 1,600 14. l 13.3 15.5 8,770 8,750 8,700 
2,600 2,500 9.3 8.4 8.0 28,200 28,300 28,600 
640 740 9.8 9,2 10.9 6,230 6,350 6,020 
l ,820 1,890 13.9 12.7 12.6 12,620 12,560 13, 120 
2,310 1 ,890 12.0 11.6 9.6 17 ,650 17,670 17,860 
260 260 7.3 7.3 6.9 3,320 3,320 3,510 
360 480 5.6 5.6 7.6 6,070 6,120 5,870 
l ,730 l ,960 11. 2 9.7 11.0 16 ,330 . 16,190 15,830 
900 850 7.2 7.2 6.7 11 , 700 ·- 11 ,680 11, 780 
620 460 8.8 12.7 9.9 4,250 4,260 4,170 
80 100 4.0 4.6 6.7 1 ,700 1 ,670 l ,390 
480 460 10.7 10.5 l 10.1 4,080 4, 110 4,080 
3,400 2,900 9.5 9.0 7.6 34,200 34,500 35,300 
350 360 6.5 6.3 6.2 5, l 90 5,220 5,420 
620 630 13.2 11. 1 1 l.4 4,880 4,990 4,910 
510 500 11. 3 11. 8 11. 5 3,850 3,820 3,840 
350 270 16.2 15.4 9.5 1,970 1,930 2,560 
340 230 6.2 6.3 4.4 4,970 5,040 4,980 
200 290 I 9.9 8.6 ~ 12. 0 2,090 2, 130 2, 120 5, 200 5,600 6.5 5.7 6.2 87,400 86,800 84,400 
1 ,470 1, 770 10.7 9.3 10.8 14,370 14,390 14,550 
2,010 1, 760 10.9 9.8 8.3 18,200 18,490 19,440 
780 920 9.3 7.8 8.9 9,400 9,190 9,360 
2,690 1,900 14.9 14.2 9. 7 16,350 16,230 17 ,710 
700 760 4.4 4.2 4.8 15,960 16,050 15,200 
960 990 10.8 12.2 13.2 6 ,960 6,910 6,510 
l ,810 1,470 8.6 8.6 6.9 19,250 19 , 310 19,950 
40.9 40. l 8.9 8.3 8. 1 453.4 451.3 452.2 
123.9 
' 
104 . 7 N/A 7.7 6.7 N/A 1,478.2 l ,468. 2 
238.0 183.0 8.3 8.0 6.3 2,714.0 2,754.0 2,746.0 
35. 1 25.9 7.9 7.3 ~ 5.6 441.0 443.6 439.0 
45.5 39.2 10.3 9.6 I 8.3 427.1 427.0 432.4 
15.3 17 . 1 6.6 6.3 6.6 226.5 225 .8 240.3 
' I 
498.7 410.0 N/A 7.9 I 6.6 N/A 5,779.9 5, 778. 1 
10, 183 8,614 9.6 , 9.4 8.0 97,946 97 ,831 98,401 
-
I Al, r.1tes shown ilre not s11ason~l ly ad1usted Es 111n arns lo, the Stat~ a nd suu·S la te areas have bee n benchmar ked to the Idle st Current Population estimates lor the State 2 Preliminary emm ates . 3 Revised euimates. 4 In thousands . n , a Not Ava ilable 
Lab? r Ma rket In formation * January 1982 estimates aITHTiended. 
